
From Father Kirby…     November 27, 2022 

 

Happy Sunday, Team Grace!  

 

I pray each of you had a blessed and rejuvenating Thanksgiving celebration! 

 

This Sunday, we begin the liturgical season of Advent. This is a season marked by 

penitential hope and preparation for the coming of the Lord Jesus. During this 

season, I particularly encourage you to work on your life of prayer and spend time 

within the pages of the Bible.  

 

For Advent, you will notice that the Church clothes herself in purple, suspends the 

“Gloria” during the Introductory Rites of the Mass, does not permit flowers around 

the altar, and calls for the music to be more subdued. In addition, here at the parish, 

we also reduce our altar candles from six to two. We will also sing the Responsorial 

Psalm straight through. There will be no responses after the stanzas of the psalm. 

 

Also, as we enter Advent, we move to a new cycle of readings from the Bible and 

switch from Luke’s Gospel to Matthew’s Gospel. 

 

For Advent, our homily series will be on the spiritual priority and importance of the 

Catholic Funeral Mass. This topic is timely in light of the themes of Advent and the 

widespread negligence and/or misunderstandings of the Funeral Mass. As we 

discuss the Funeral Mass, I would encourage parishioners to please pre-plan their 

funerals with the parish. Monty Bennett, our Director of Sacred Music, is happy to 

meet with any parishioner and go through the pre-planning process. Monty can be 

reached at mbennett@charlestondiocese.org. 

 

In the narthex of the church this weekend, we have sign-ups for our Nocturnal 

Adoration next Friday-Saturday, December 2-3. 

 

Here are some things happening at the parish this week: 

 

Today, Sunday, November 27, our 11:00 AM Mass will have a Children’s Homily 

and a Blessing of the Baby Jesus. All children of the parish are invited to bring the 

Baby Jesus from their home nativity sets to Mass for the blessing! 

 

Our annual Gingerbread Day for the children of the parish will follow our 11:00 AM 

today. There will be free gingerbread houses for every child, as well as all the fun 
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things needed to decorate them! Saint Nicholas will also visit us and be available for 

pictures. All children and their parents are welcome! 

 

Our monthly Mass of the Sacred Heart will be this Friday evening, December 2, at 

7:00 PM. Confessions will follow the Mass until Midnight. Adoration will also 

follow the Mass and continue to 10:30 AM on Saturday morning.  

 

Our monthly Healing Mass with the Anointing of the Sick will be this coming 

Saturday, December 3, at 11:00 AM. Confessions are available before the Mass from 

9:30 AM – 10:30 AM. 

 

We are still within the preparation time to make (or renew) the Consecration to Jesus 

through Mary on the Immaculate Conception (December 8). If you missed the past 

week, you can still make do the preparation by doubling up on days. Preparation 

books are available for free from the Front Office. There will be an opportunity 

before all the Masses on the holy day to make the consecration.  

 

Please note our new calendar for the program year 2022/2023 is now posted on our 

parish website. The calendar describes all of our events and programs for the coming 

year.  

 

I’d like to encourage every household of the parish to register for FORMED. This is 

a free digital platform with family friendly content.  

 

Some other future events I’d like to highlight: 

 

If you are taking required minimum distributions (RMD) from your IRA, are you 

taking advantage of the qualified charitable distribution (QCD)? Please consider 

doing so and remembering your parish in your charitable giving. If you’re not sure  

what this is,  or how to give to the parish, please contact Angie Letourneau, a member 

of our parish Finance Council, at aletourneau@carolina.rr.com to get information on 

how to structure your cash contributions to get a tax break. 

 

The feast of the Immaculate Conception (December 8) is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Our Mass schedule is Wednesday, December 7, at 4:00 PM and 5:30 PM; and, 

Thursday, December 8, at 9:00 AM, 11:00 AM, and 7:00 PM. Confessions will be 

available after all the Masses, except the 7:00 PM Mass.  

 

Please note that the 7:00 PM Mass on December 8 is also our parish’s Anniversary 

Mass. We will be six years old as a formal parish! As such, our 7:00 evening Mass 
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will conclude with a crowning and bagpipe, candlelight procession to Our Lady’s 

statue at the entrance of our campus. 

 

Our annual Live Nativity will be held Wednesday, December 21, at 7:00 PM. The 

children of the parish are hosting the event and all are welcome! 

 

Be sure to read and review our revised and updated Security/Safety Protocols for 

Parishioners and Church/Holy Communion Pandemic Protocols. 

 

More updates next week! Oremus pro invicem (let’s pray for one another)! 

 

Email:   Jeffrey.Kirby@charlestondiocese.org 

Website: www.frkirby.com 

Twitter: @fatherkirby 
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