
From Father Kirby…     January 1, 2023 

 

Happy Feast Day, Team Grace! Today, we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, Mother 

of God. We begin our new year by turning to Mary and asking for her intercession 

and help that we might be more faithful and zealous disciples of the Lord. 

 

Happy New Year! I pray that everyone has a festive celebration on the New Year. 

May 2023 be a time of great blessing and joy for all! 

 

It is with deep sadness that we heard of the passing of our beloved Pope Emeritus 

Benedict XVI. We have a display in the narthex in his honor. We will also offer a 

special Requiem Mass for him on Wednesday at Noon. All are invited to come and 

pray for the repose of his soul. 

 

Here are some things happening at the parish this week: 

 

This weekend in the narthex, we have sign-ups for our monthly Nocturnal Adoration 

Please be generous with your time and give an hour of prayer to the Lord! 

 

This Monday, January 2, is a national holiday. Our parish will be open from 10 AM 

until 2 PM. Mass will be offered. The Miraculous Medal Novena will be prayed. 

There are no Confessions in the afternoon, and no Holy Hour in the evening. 

 

Considering the feedback of many parishioners to my inquiry about our Monday 

daily Mass, I’ve deiced to move our Monday daily Mass from 12 Noon to 5:30 PM. 

The new schedule will start on January 9. The Rosary will be at 5:00 PM, Mass at 

5:30 PM, and the parish Holy Hour and Confessions will follow the Mass until 

Benediction at 7:00 PM.  

 

As a reminder, our Faith Formation resumes this Wednesday, January 4.  With our 

regular faith formation programs, I’m happy to announce a new Confession time 

from 6:00 – 6:30 PM. This Confession time is open for everyone, but is specifically 

being offered for the parents and children in our faith formation programs. 

 

This Friday, January 6, we have our monthly Mass of the Sacred Heart at 7:00 PM. 

Confessions follow after the Mass and continue until Midnight. 

 

This Saturday morning, January 7, at 11:00 AM, we have our monthly Healing Mass 

with the Anointing of the Sick. Confessions are heard before the Mass from 9:30 – 

10:30 AM. 



 

Please note our new calendar for the program year 2022/2023 is now posted on our 

parish website. The calendar describes all of our events and programs for the coming 

year.  

 

I’d like to encourage every household of the parish to register for FORMED. This is 

a free digital platform with family friendly content.  

 

Some other future events I’d like to highlight: 

 

January 6 – 7 is our next first weekend. Please plan on being a part of our Nocturnal 

Adoration.  

 

Deacon Doc will be starting a new book in the parish Book Club on Monday, January 

9. He will be walking through Sanctify Them in Truth: How the Church’s Social 

Doctrine Addresses the Issues of Our Time. The Book Club runs from 1:00 – 2:00 

PM. All are welcome! 

 

On the weekend of January 14-15, the parish will host a Diaper Drive. All 

parishioners are asked to bring diapers to Mass. The diapers will then be distributed 

to local outreaches in support of unwed or low-income mothers. 

 

On Sunday, January 15, the parish will host a blood bus. All parishioners are 

encouraged to give blood. As a pro-life people, we serve life however we can. Blood 

is in great need in our area. Please sign up! Please note: sign-ups are required. Here 

is the link to sign up. 

 

I want to encourage parishioners to please pre-plan their funerals with the parish. 

Monty Bennett, our Director of Sacred Music, is happy to meet with any parishioner 

and go through the pre-planning process. Monty can be reached at 

mbennett@charlestondiocese.org. 

 

Be sure to read and review our revised and updated Security/Safety Protocols for 

Parishioners and Church/Holy Communion Pandemic Protocols.  

 

More updates next week! Oremus pro invicem (let’s pray for one another)! 

 

Email:   Jeffrey.Kirby@charlestondiocese.org 

Website: www.frkirby.com 

Twitter: @fatherkirby 
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